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The Stirling & Tayside Timber Transport Group wishes to submit a written response 
to this petition in order to provide the Public Petitions Committee with information 
regarding the operation of the group, together with some background into the 
consultation processes relating to timber transport which the group has developed 
and promotes.  
 
Background to the Stirling & Tayside Timber Transport Group  
The Stirling & Tayside Timber Transport Group (S&TTTG) is a voluntary partnership 
organisation which formed in May 2005 following the amalgamation of two former 
regional timber transport groups, the Stirling Timber Transport Liaison Group and the 
Tayside Timber Transport Group. One of seven Regional Timber Transport Groups 
(RTTGs) in Scotland, the S&TTTG comprises representatives of forestry and timber 
sector businesses, local authority roads services from Angus, Clackmannanshire, 
Perth & Kinross, Stirling and West Dunbartonshire Councils, and various national 
forestry and transport-related agencies and organisations, including Forestry 
Commission Scotland and TACTRAN, the statutory Regional Transport Partnership 
for Angus, Dundee City, Perth & Kinross and Stirling. The group meets three times a 
year (usually in March, July and November).  
 
Developing Good Practice  
Recognising that timber haulage sometimes involves using roads which were not 
primarily designed for timber traffic but equally, that the transportation of logs is an 
essential part of the wood supply chain, the S&TTTG, together with other RTTGs 
and the UK-wide Timber Transport Forum (TTF), encourages a partnership 
approach to managing timber transport, a key part of which is consultation.  
 
In order to promote and encourage such consultation, members of the S&TTTG 
have developed a number of Good Practice Guides, including the Timber Transport 
Management Protocols (2013) and A Guide to Managing Timber Transport 
(2016) and works with the TTF and other RTTGs in order to contribute to Scotland 
and UK-wide good practice initiatives.  
 
Within these guides, for example, good practice that requires a forest owner or agent 
acting on behalf of the forest owner to liaise with the local authority prior to any 
haulage operations taking place in order to consider the status of the roads and 
potential impact on local communities is highlighted and encouraged. In addition, 
appropriate steps that should be discussed and agreed with local authority 
representatives – these being dependent on the condition of the roads and the 
forecast volumes of timber to be transported along them – are set out and explained.  
 
As well as actively encouraging consultation, collectively, the S&TTTG, other RTTGs 
and the Timber Transport Forum and their respective members, continually seek 
ways to reduce the impacts of timber haulage on the fabric of the roads, on 
neighbours and on other road users. Two examples of how they do so are the 
development, promotion and review of Agreed Routes Maps and the industry’s 
investment in technologies such as tyre pressure control systems.  
 

http://timbertransportforum.org.uk/groups/stirling-tayside
http://www.tactran.gov.uk/
http://timbertransportforum.org.uk/attachments/article/87/STTTG%20Timber%20Transport%20Protocol%202013.pdf
http://timbertransportforum.org.uk/attachments/article/87/STTTG%20Timber%20Transport%20Protocol%202013.pdf
http://timbertransportforum.org.uk/attachments/article/87/A%20Guide%20to%20Managing%20Timber%20Transport%2006-2016.pdf
http://timbertransportforum.org.uk/attachments/article/87/A%20Guide%20to%20Managing%20Timber%20Transport%2006-2016.pdf


Agreed Routes Maps are the primary working document for use by all those involved 
in timber haulage. They categorise the public roads serving forested areas in relation 
to their capacity to sustain standard, fully loaded, timber haulage vehicles and 
classify them as either “Agreed Routes”, “Consultation Routes”, “Severely Restricted 
Routes” or “Excluded Routes”.  
 
Agreed Routes Maps classifications are dynamic arrangements in that should the 
condition of a road either deteriorate or improve, thus requiring a change to its ARM 
categorisation to be considered, options are discussed by S&TTTG members and 
changes made accordingly.  
 
The Stirling & Tayside Timber Transport Group area contains Agreed, Consultation 
and Excluded Routes (there are currently have no Severely Restricted Routes) and 
the most recent ARM changes were discussed and agreed at the S&TTTG’s 
December 2016 meeting.  
 
With regard to the investment in technology, forestry and timber sector businesses 
are continually seeking ways to reduce pressure on the public road network by 
technical means, one of which is the use of tyre pressure control systems. Such 
systems allow the driver to adjust the tyre pressures of the drive and trailer axles 
from the cab whilst on the move. Reducing these tyre pressures increases the tyre’s 
footprint on the road, thereby spreading the load and reducing damage.  
 
The S&TTTG believe that the investment in such technology demonstrates the 
industry’s willingness to work with local authorities in order to mitigate the impacts of 
timber haulage on the public road network and to minimise disruption to local 
communities who are equally reliant upon it.  
 
The examples of good practice initiatives summarised above have been developed 
in a spirit of partnership in order to sustain the network and allow access by the 
majority of users. We believe that the forest and timber industries are fairly, if not 
unique in the approach they take in order to consult, plan and manage their rural 
freight operations and were delighted to have the measures they have developed 
considered appropriate in the UK Government’s response to Report of The Forestry 
Regulation Task Force in 2012.  
 
Supporting Local Authorities  
The S&TTTG and wider Timber Transport network appreciates that the development 
of the rural road network has not kept pace with changing forest cover, despite its 
long-term nature. The UK-wide Timber Transport Forum regularly presents 
information to local Authorities and to the Scottish Government on medium to long 
term timber transport requirements. The TTF and Regional Timber Transport Groups 
encourage councils at a national and local level to maintain and modernise the rural 
road network and we proposed/continue to benefit from the continuation of the 
Scottish Government’s Strategic Timber Transport Fund and the associated scheme 
which provides national co-finance to public road improvements and other projects to 
reduce the impact of timber traffic on roads. This fund has been running for 12 years 
and has contributed over £26 million to projects worth over £50m.  
 
Since its inception, and with supporting information provided by forestry and timber 
sector businesses, local authorities across the area covered by the Stirling & Tayside 

http://timbertransportforum.org.uk/attachments/article/123/Government%20Response%20to%20Forest%20Regulatory%20Task%20Force%20correct%20version%202012.pdf
http://timbertransportforum.org.uk/attachments/article/123/Government%20Response%20to%20Forest%20Regulatory%20Task%20Force%20correct%20version%202012.pdf
http://scotland.forestry.gov.uk/supporting/forest-industries/timber-transport/strategic-timber-transport-fund


Timber Transport Group have been awarded over £1.5M from the Strategic Timber 
Transport Fund to support public road projects which seek to improve the rural road 
network; be this through the construction of passing places, road widening and 
drainage improvements, edge and embankment strengthening etc..  
 
Promoting timber transport and consultation more generally  
The Stirling & Tayside Timber Transport Group recognises that in general, use of the 
public road network does not require consultation with councils or the public. Unless 
a road is weight restricted, or the vehicle is oversized, traffic is free to use it. Use of 
the road is governed by the Roads (Scotland) Act 1984 and the Road Traffic Act 
1988. Traffic Commissioners are responsible for the licensing and regulation of those 
who operate heavy goods vehicles.  
 
Forestry and timber sector businesses do however follow the UK Forestry Standard 
(UKFS) which sets out in 224 pages the (UK) Government’s approach to sustainable 
forestry.  
 
Forestry Commission Scotland, as the regulating body for forestry in Scotland, uses 
the UKFS as the basis for licensing the felling of timber and for the approval of 
management plans.  
 
The UKFS states:  
Where minor public roads and bridges are weak, consideration can be given to how 
the forest road network can be designed or upgraded, to avoid using public roads for 
timber transport. In many areas, there are timber transport groups that involve local 
authorities and advise the forestry industry on preferred routes and the options for 
using rail or sea alternatives to road transport. Where there are particular 
sensitivities with timber transport, it should be addressed as part of the forest 
management planning process.  
 
These sensitivities are often identified by the work of the timber transport groups and 
indicated by the Agreed Routes Maps.  
 
Where there are sensitivities, Forestry Commission Scotland expects to see 
evidence of consultation over timber transport at the scoping stage of the 
management planning process. Where felling is managed through a felling license, 
again FCS will ask for evidence of liaison with the relevant roads authority.  
 
Scoping or liaison will normally be done by the forest management company initially 
through the local authorities who are statutory consultees to management plans and 
felling licenses. Where particular sensitivities are highlighted, there may be further 
communication with community councils informing them of proposed operations. In 
certain circumstances, consultation may go down to individual households adjacent 
to concentrated forest operations. It is not uncommon for timber haulage to be 
adapted to take account of, for example, school pick up and drop off times for small 
rural primary schools.  
 
The UK Woodland Assurance Standard is a standard used by most of the industry 
as the basis for independent sustainability certification for marketing purposes. This 
sets out consultation requirements and, under section 7.4.2, mentions timber 
transport impacts under ‘minimising adverse impacts’ and requires:  

https://www.forestry.gov.uk/theukforestrystandard
http://ukwas.org.uk/


Documented evidence that owners/managers have considered actual and potential 
impacts of operations on local people and interest groups and have taken steps to 
mitigate them.  
 
Given the level of consultation associated with long term harvesting plans and the 
effectiveness of such consultation in the vast majority of cases, the S&TTTG can see 
no requirement for the consultation process to become a statutory provision.  
 
The group also wish to highlight the success of existing good practice initiatives - 
such as the Agreed Routes Maps and industry liaison with roads authorities – which 
are on a voluntary basis; approaches which must being fairly unique across the 
transport sector.  
 
The Stirling & Tayside Timber Transport Group hopes this information is useful to the 
Committee in assessing this petition.  
 
Response submitted on behalf of the Stirling & Tayside Timber Transport Group  

  


